Wishing all our readers a peaceful New Year
St Thomas’ Church Henbury and Broken Cross
Sunday 31 December 2023 - The First Sunday of Christmas
Our Mission Statement: To provide a focal point within Henbury and Broken
Cross for the community
to engage in and develop Christian worship and fellowship
https://www.stthomashenbury.org.uk/

Worship
Coming Up

Sunday 31 December — Holy Communion 11.00 a.m. — Rev. Canon Simon
Bessant and Linda Craig
Sunday 7 January — Holy Communion 11.00 a.m. — The Bishop of Stockport
(Bishop Sam)
Sunday 14 January 11.00 a.m. — The Blessing of the Plough and the Lamb —
Hellen Watson, Linda Craig and Roy Waller
Sunday 21 January — Holy Communion 11.00 a.m. — Rev. Canon Simon
Bessant and Linda Craig
Sunday 28 January — Holy Communion 11.00 a.m. — Rev. Canon Simon
Bessant and Linda Craig
Sunday 4 February — Holy Communion 11.00 a.m. — Rev. Canon Simon
Bessant and Linda Craig
Sunday 11 February — All-age Worship — Hellen Watson and Linda Craig
Sunday 18 February — Holy Communion 11.00 a.m. — Rev. Canon Simon
Bessant and Linda Craig
Sunday 25 February — Holy Communion 11.00 a.m. — Rev. Canon Simon
Bessant and Linda Craig
Most of the 11.00 a.m. services listed above also take place at St John'’s at 9.30

a.m. each Sunday.
These services are accessible via Zoom for anyone who is not ready, or able, to

attend services in person.



Members of St Thomas’ Church are very welcome to share in this online worship.
If you would like the Zoom link, please ring 427453 or email
lawrobinson@btinternet.com or stthomashenbury@aol.com
If you would like to join the team of people who deliver the readings and/or
intercessions at these services, please contact: Tony Dewdney on 01625 439753 or
tidewdney@talktalk.net
Other Events
Friday 5 January 2 p.m. -4 p.m. - CAMEO at St John’s (all welcome)
Saturday 6 January 8.30 a.m. — Prayer Breakfast at St John’s
Wednesday 10 January — Sunbeams Mums and Tots Group at St John’s
10 a.m. - 11.30 One hour play, 15 mins snack time, 15 minutes circle time £2
Wednesday 17 January — Sunbeams Mums and Tots Group at St John’s
10 a.m. - 11.30 One hour play, 15 mins snack time, 15 minutes circle time £2
Friday 19 January 2 p.m. -4 p.m. - CAMEO at St Thomas’ Hall (all welcome)
Wednesday 24 January — Sunbeams Mums and Tots Group at St John’s
10 a.m. - 11.30 One hour play, 15 mins snack time, 15 minutes circle time £2

Catch Up with our Online Services
If you’ve been unable to attend Church, you can catch up with our online services
recorded at St John’s. Here are the links to the last two weeks’ services:
Sunday 17 December — 3rd Sunday of Advent - Holy Communion — we apologise
there is no recording available for this service
Sunday 24 December — 4th Sunday of Advent -
Family Service
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KIh5AXtxag
Monday 25 December — Christmas Day Family
Communion
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6w_0Q6XqgzbA
There was a great selection of joyful worship in
both churches over the Christmas period. Here is a
photo of the children singing at St Thomas’ Crib
Building service on Christmas Eve.

Weddings and Christenings
Are you celebrating a wedding or a christening in
20247 If so, you might like to look round our
beautiful Victorian church. We would be delighted
to show you round. To see some photos of past
events, have a look on our website:
https://www.stthomashenbury.org.uk/life-events/
For more information please contact our vicar: Rev. Canon Simon Bessant on
07957211319 or email stthomashenbury@aol.com.
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Rota for Readers, Intercessors and Sides People

Date First Second Intercessor | Sidesperson
Reading Reading
31 December Jacky Toms Bob Toms Tony Colin Marlow
1%t Sunday of Isaiah Galatians 4.4- | Dewdney
Christmas 61.10-62.3 7

On-line Archive of Newsletters
View back copies of our newsletters online by clicking here:
https://www.stthomashenbury.org.uk/newsletter/

Readings
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 New International Version
101 delight greatly in the LORD;
my soul rejoices in my God.
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation
and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness,
as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
1 For as the soil makes the sprout come up
and a garden causes seeds to grow,
so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness
and praise spring up before all nations.
62 For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent,
for Jerusalem’s sake | will not remain quiet,
till her vindication shines out like the dawn,
her salvation like a blazing torch.
2 The nations will see your vindication,
and all kings your glory;
you will be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LorD will bestow.
3You will be a crown of splendour in the LORD’s hand,
a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Galatians 4:4-7 New International Version

4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to
sonship. ¢ Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,! Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

Luke 2:15-21 New International Version

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.”
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16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in
the manger. " When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had
been told them about this child, *® and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds said to them. ® But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered
them in her heart. 2° The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus,
the name the angel had given him before he was conceived.

The Collect
Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image, and yet more
wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came to
share in our humanity, so we may share the life of his divinity; who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn of the Week
See Him Lying on a Bed of Straw
See him lying on a bed of straw:
a drafty stable with an open door;
Mary cradling the babe she bore -
the prince of glory is his name.

Star of silver, sweep across the skies,
show where Jesus in the manger lies;
shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise
to see the savior of the world!

Angels, sing again the song you sang,
sing the glory of God's gracious plan;
sing that Bethle'em'’s little baby can
be salvation to the soul

Mine are riches, from your poverty,
from your innocence, eternity;
mine forgiveness by your death for me,
child of sorrow for my joy.

Words © 1965 The Jubilate Group (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_kwvn8G1wE

Thank You
A huge thank you to everyone who has volunteered to serve refreshments after
our Sunday services throughout the year. This has been greatly appreciated. New
volunteers are welcomed, so if you are interested in becoming a member of the
team, please contact Carole on 01625 611477.
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Home Communion
Are you, or anyone you know, unable to come to church. If so, and would like to
receive Holy Communion at home, please contact us and we will arrange to visit
you. Contact: Linda on 01625 424505 or Carole 01625 611477 or email
stthomashenbury@aol.com

For our Prayers
The Sick: Pat Wain, John Louca, Anthony Westnedge, Margaret Williams, Dylan
Belt, Melissa, Jane Burghall, Glenys Crabtree, Christina Klatsia, Avril Arrowsmith,
John Smyth. Michael Louca, David Harrison, Ida Walsh, Judith Dewdney, Keith
Littler
It Happened in December Quiz

1. Who, in December 1955, was arrested for refusing to give up her seat to a
white man in Mongomery, Alabama?

2. In 1941, The Imperial Japanese Navy made a surprise attack on a harbour in
which U.S state?

3. In 1988 who became the first woman to head the government of an Islam-
dominated state when she became Prime Minister of Pakistan?

4. Which American outlaw committed his first known bank robbery in Gallatin,
Missouri in 18697

5. In 1995, The European Court of Justice ruled that footballers in the European

Union are free to transfer from one UEFA Federation to another at the end of

their contracts. What is the ruling known as?

Who became Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England in 16537

Whose controversial play, A Doll's House, premiered at the Royal Theatre in

Copenhagen, Denmark in 18797

8. In 1612 who became the first person to observe the planet Neptune?

9. Which Archbishop of Canterbury was slain in his own cathedral in 1170

10. Militant abolitionist leader John Brown is hanged for his raid on the
arsenal at which town in West Virginia?

N o

Answers to last fortnight’s quiz:
1. Germany 2. Egg nog 3. four 4. angel 5. Bethlehem 6. Tom Hanks 7. white 8.
Hansel and Gretel 9. Johann Wichern 10. Saint Nicholas

A great big thank you to everyone who has sent in contributions to the newsletter
over the last three years. Please continue to do so — all contributions are most
welcome — memories of St Thomas’ or Macclesfield, musical memories, poems,
quizzes etc. Anything that you think might be of interest to our readers. Please email
stthomashenbury@aol.com
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Other News

Broken Cross Dementia Club
Broken Cross Methodist Church has started a club on
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month (1.30 to 3.30
p.m.) for people with dementia and their carers. It
) includes singing, music, craft work, games, and
Afree phone line of hymns, armchair exercises, as well as refreshments.

reflections and prayers g rther info: John Morrell 07915 252535 or Jean

Sillifant 01625 402446

The Hope Centre — 16-18 Park Green - Sells cards, gifts and Christian resources.
Opening times are Tues — Fri 10 a.m. — 4 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. There is
also a café which sells drinks and snacks.
SilkLife FoodBank
Your support for the SilkLife Foodbank is greatly appreciated. It provides a vital
service to the people of Macclesfield throughout the year, so please, if you are able,
please support them by leaving items in the box at the back of church.
A Prayer for the Middle East
God of mercy and compassion, of grace and reconciliation,
pour your power upon all your children in the Middle East:
Jews, Muslims and Christians, Palestinians and Israelis.
Let hatred be turned into love, fear to trust, despair to hope,
oppression to freedom, occupation to liberation,
that violent encounters may be replaced by loving embraces,

and peace and justice could be experienced by all. Amen.
Rev. Said

Closing Prayer
Lord, give joy to the world: joy in our hearts, joy in our homes.
Let the joy of God be known among us.
For your love revealed in your manger birth, we join with the shepherds to glorify
and praise you; through him who came to live among us, Jesus Christ our Lord, who

lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen.
David Adams

God bless,
Rev. Canon Simon Bessant (07957211319), Bob (07753583555), Carole (611477)
and Linda (424505)
For Church bookings please contact: Bob 07753583555. For Church Hall bookings
please contact: Lesley 07789 744473/lesley-brown@hotmail.co.uk

We would like to thank all of you who have been contributing financially to the mission and ministry of the parish. It is
much appreciated. If you'd like to make a donation, you can either post it to Mr Bob Toms at 48 Grasmere,
Macclesfield SK11 8PL or, if you prefer online banking, our details are St Thomas’ Henbury Parochial Church Council,
sort code 20 53 77, account number 40775819. Many thanks for your support.

Like our Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/maccandhenburychurches
If you are not on Facebook, why not ask your friends and family to have a look!
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Compute This

Mobile computer support
Htto:/fwww.compute-this.co.uk

* Computer running sfowly?

* Virus/spyware?

* Internet connection problem
* Maybe just a little tuition?

Call Simon for prompt, courteous service:
01270 617490 or 07910 012790

PEXALL SERVICE STATION
Service and repairs to all makes of cars
HENBURY, MACCLESFIELD
Tel: 01625-427846

M.O.T. Service Station %

SHAW STREET, MACCLESFIELD, SK11_6QY

* MOT TEST CENTRE |
SERVICING TO MAIN DEALER STANDARDS
ALL REPAIRS CARRIED OUT
BRAKES/CLUTCHES
TYRES/EXHAUSTS/BATTERIES
DIAGNOSTICS

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE AND REPAIRS
(R134A or R1234YF REFRIGERANT)

TEL: 01625 424904

E-MAIL: mail@shawstreetgarage.net
www.shawstreetgarage-macclesfield.co.uk
Find us an facebook shaw street garage macclesﬁeld
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Chester Road Salon

123 Chester Road, Macclesfield
Ladies, Genflemen and Children’s

Hair Stylists
>
Lynn & Caron r%
Have a Good Hair Day!
Come and see our skilful and friendly Stylists!
at Chester Road Salon

Tel: 01625 424288 for an appointment

Thank you for your
ongoing support during
the past year!

We are looking forward
to welcoming you back.
Please note we are running
appointments for the
foreseeable future.

HOOLEY & WATSON
(J Buckley)

Cormplete Funeral Servis
r )

Day or Night phone
01625 422734

7, James Street, Macclesfield
Cheshire, SK11 8BP

;art

Professional picture framing
services since 1980.

Tel: 01625 425349

Address:

Frame Art

74a Chelford Road
Macclesfield SK10 3LQ

Email:
frameartmacclesfield@gmail.com



| Albert R Slack Ltd &
JW Brocklehurst Lid

Funeral Directors
Independent Family Businesses Since 1853

Pre-paid funeral plans or your own personal registered wishes
A safe and simple way to secure peace of mind

Albert R Slack Ltd JW Brocklefurst Lid
84 South Oak Lane, Wilmslow, SK9 6AT 17 Macclesfield Road, Prestbury, SK104BW
01625 525063 01625 829232

_ www.cheshirefunerals.co.uk
i@? Golden Charter ? %

HORTICULTURE -  Nigel Ashley 07393 '633495
9.00am every Wednesday & 5.00pm every Thursday Evening.

FURNITURE — Neil Ashley 07932 051469

10.00am every Wednesday & Thursday 2000 Lots in alternate weeks
with all photographs on WwWw.easyliveauction.com.

MACHINERY — Roy Waller 07774995969

10.00am Second Tuesday every month

PRODUCE (hay & straw)
12.30pm every Monday at Goostrey (CW4 8HE)

PARROTTS OF
CHESHIRE LTD

Accounts prepared and
self-assessment tax returns
submitted for
sole traders, partnerships
and limited companies

HAROLD PARROTYT
B.Com ACIS

Contact us on:
01625-618920
07946 514911

www.parrottsofcheshire.com

Not hearing clearly?
ALDERLEY T
HEARING SOLUTIONS

Independent Hearing Aid Audiologists
48 South Street -
Alderley Edge SK9 7ES
01625 582140

All makes supplied, servicing work,
repairs, full hearing consuiltations
. Home visits available
Regular hearing checks are recommended
as part of good heafth care for over 55's

Hearing Tests are Free

SHENTONS
GARDEN SUPPLIES

Gravel, Sand,
Flags, Paving,
Rockery materials,
Compost, Solil etc,
All at competitive prices

Family Run Business

Weighbridge and Delivery Service

The Public Weighbridge
A537 Chelford Road
Henbury, Macclesfield
Cheshire SKI10_4RS

Telephone: 01625 - 861315




BUILDING
ALTERATIONS

ROOFING & LOFT
CONVERSIONS

REPLACEMENT FACIAS
SOFFITS & GUTTERS

ALL GENERAL
BUILDING WORK

DRIVEWAYS
AND PATIOS

EXTENSIONS

Vs Sl i
8 Chelford RYad
Broken Cross
Macclesfield
Cheshire, SK10 3LG
Tel: 01625-502121
30+ years experience
Painterssupplylimited@gmail.com
www.painterssupply.co.uk
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’ & ANDREW SMITH
ASfS FUNERAL SERVICES

The Local Independent Funeral Director

Protect your family against rising funeral
costs with a Pre-Paid Funeral Plan

- Save your toved ones - Plan a tailored funeral
the emational burden
: - Guaranteed fixed cost,
of plannmq your funeral nothing more o pay
- Peace of mind for s
the whole family - Flexible payment

As independent Funeral Directars we pride ourselves on
providing the highest standards of service, offering both
Bespoke and Simple funerals tailored to your wishes.

“It’s a nice feeling
knowing your januly

01625 433853

ANGIE’s DIY

147, Broken Cross, Macclesfleld
{Next fo the Shell Station)

Telephone: 01625 421331
Fancy Goods ~ Elecirical
Gardening ~ Paint
Decorating Tools ~ Pet Food
Open Dally

don’t need to worry™

www.asfs-macclesfield.co.uk

Park Green House, 82 Sundeitand Street
Macclesfields SKLL6HN

—— ALLPORT
ELECTRICAL LIMITED

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

32, Water Street
MACCLESFIELD, Cheshire, SK11 6PE
Telephone: 01625 618721
E-mail: b.allport@btconnect.com

Al types of Domestic, Commercial
And Industrial work undertaken

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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C&J Worfhmgfon

Quality inferior Joinery
And
Handcraffed Furniture
*  High quality bespoke fitted or free
standing kifchens, bedrooms,
bathrooms and sfudios
*  Design and build of stained glass
panels for windows and doors
* Al aspects of exferior joinery
including windows, doors and
conservarories
* Mo_diﬁccﬁon and resforation
services.
For further information please ring
Tel: 01625 574483 or

07779 833179.




