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St Thomas’ Church Henbury and Broken Cross 
Sunday 29 September – The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Our Mission Statement: To provide a focal point within Henbury and Broken 
Cross for the community 

to engage in and develop Christian worship and fellowship 
https://www.stthomashenbury.org.uk/ 

 

 
 

Coming Up  
Worship 
Sunday 29 September - 18th Sunday after Trinity – Holy Communion 11.00 a.m. 

- Rev. Canon Simon Bessant and Linda Craig 
Sunday 6 October – Marking the End of the Season of Creation  – Holy 

Communion 11.00 a.m. - Rev. Chris Scargill and Linda Craig 
Sunday 13 October – Harvest Festival – 11.00 a.m. – Hellen Watson and Linda 

Craig 
Sunday 20 October - Holy Communion 11.00 a.m. - Rev. Canon Simon Bessant 

and Linda Craig 
Sunday 27 October Holy Communion 11.00 a.m. - Rev. Canon Simon Bessant 

and Linda Craig (Please note that the clocks will have gone back an hour 
during the night) 

Sunday 3 November - Holy Communion 11.00 a.m. - Rev. Canon Simon 
Bessant  

Most of the 11.00 a.m. services listed above also take place at St John’s at 9.30 
a.m. each Sunday. These services are accessible via Zoom for anyone who is not 
ready, or able, to attend services in person.  
Members of St Thomas’ Church are very welcome to share in this online worship.  

https://www.stthomashenbury.org.uk/


2 
 

If you would like the Zoom link, please ring 427453 or email 
lawrobinson@btinternet.com or stthomashenbury@aol.com 
If you’re unable to attend Church, you can catch up with our online services 
recorded at St John’s. Here are the links to the last two weeks’ services: 
Sunday 1 September – Holy Communion – 14th Sunday after Trinity 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_d7k4b7OqfQ&t=2s 
Sunday 8 September – All Age worship – 15th Sunday after Trinity 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7e7HV85qiBY 
Sunday 15 September – Holy Communion – 16th Sunday after Trinity 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xc_yVS7v1Ig 
Sunday 22 September – Holy Communion – 17th Sunday after Trinity
Other Events 

Wednesday 2 October – Sunbeams Mums and Tots Group at St John’s 
10 a.m. – 11.30 One hour play, 15 mins snack time, 15 minutes circle time £2 

Thursday 3 October– Little Angels Mums and Tots Group at St Thomas’ 
Church Hall 9.30-11.00 a.m.  

Friday 4 October - C.A.M.E.O. (Come And Meet Each Other) at St John’s 2 p.m. 
– 4 p.m. 

Wednesday 9 October – Sunbeams Mums and Tots Group at St John’s 
10 a.m. – 11.30 One hour play, 15 mins snack time, 15 minutes circle time £2 
Wednesday 9 October - Recharge – our new, relaxed, midweek service at St 

Thomas’ Church 12.00 – 1.30 p.m.   
Thursday 10 October Thursday 19 September – Little Angels Mums and Tots 

Group at St Thomas’ Church Hall 9.30-11.00 a.m.  
Tuesday 15 October – M.A.S.T. Men at St Thomas’ – Join us for a noggin and a 

natter – The Blacksmiths Arms 8.00 p.m.  
Wednesday 16 October– Sunbeams Mums and Tots Group at St John’s 

10 a.m. – 11.30 One hour play, 15 mins snack time, 15 minutes circle time £2 
Thursday 17October – Little Angels Mums and Tots Group at St Thomas’ 

Church Hall 9.30-11.00 a.m.  
Friday 18 October – Harvest Supper – St Thomas’ Parish Hall 7 p.m. for 7.30 

p.m. 
Wednesday 23 October – Recharge – our new, relaxed, midweek service at St 

John’s Church 12.00 – 1.30 p.m.   
Thursday 24 October Thursday 19 September – Little Angels Mums and Tots 

Group at St Thomas’ Church Hall 9.30-11.00 a.m.  
Friday 25 October - C.A.M.E.O. (Come And Meet Each Other) at St Thomas’ 

Church Hall 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.  
Wednesday 30 October - Sunbeams Mums and Tots Group at St John’s -  

10 a.m. – 11.30 One hour play, 15 mins snack time, 15 minutes circle time £2 
Wednesday 6 November - Sunbeams Mums and Tots Group at St John’s -  

10 a.m. – 11.30 One hour play, 15 mins snack time, 15 minutes circle time £2 
Thursday 7 November – Little Angels Mums and Tots Group at St Thomas’ 

Church Hall 9.30-11.00 a.m. 
Wednesday 13 November - Sunbeams Mums and Tots Group at St John’s -  

10 a.m. – 11.30 One hour play, 15 mins snack time, 15 minutes circle time £2 

about:blank
about:blank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_d7k4b7OqfQ&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7e7HV85qiBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xc_yVS7v1Ig
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Wednesday 27 November – Recharge – our new, relaxed, midweek service at 
St John’s Church 12.00 – 1.30 p.m.   

 
Recharge 

Recharge – which is an informal style of midweek church at St Thomas’s Henbury 

Church Hall and St John’s Church Macclesfield had its first meeting on 11 

September. This consists of a gentle style of worship and group work followed by a 

simple lunch - drinks provided, bring your own sandwiches! If you missed it, it is 

being repeated at St John’s on Wednesday 25 September 12.00 - 1.30 p.m. 2nd 

Wednesdays at St Thomas. 4th Wednesdays at St John’s. All are welcome! 

Rota for Readers, Intercessors and Sidepersons 
If you would like to join the team of people who deliver the readings and/or lead the 
intercessions during services, please contact: Tony Dewdney on 01625 439753 or 
tjdewdney@talktalk.net 

 
Readings for the 18th Sunday after Trinity 
 
Esther 7.1-6, 9, 10; 9.20-22     
7 So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet, 2 and as they were 
drinking wine on the second day, the king again asked, “Queen Esther, what is your 
petition? It will be given you. What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it 
will be granted.” 
3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favour with you, Your Majesty, and 
if it pleases you, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare my people—this is 
my request. 4 For I and my people have been sold to be destroyed, killed and 
annihilated. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would have 
kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.[a]” 
5 King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he—the man who has 
dared to do such a thing?” 
6 Esther said, “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!” 
Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen. 
9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, said, “A pole reaching to a 
height of fifty cubits stands by Haman’s house. He had it set up for Mordecai, who 
spoke up to help the king.” 
The king said, “Impale him on it!” 10 So they impaled Haman on the pole he had set 
up for Mordecai. Then the king’s fury subsided. 

Date First 
Reading  

Second 
Reading 

Intercessor Sidesperson 

Sunday 29 
September 
Trinity 18 

Esther 7.1-
6,9,10; 9.20-
22  
Judith 
Dewdney 

James 5.13-
20  
Janet Tute 

Tony 
Dewdney 

Colin Marlow 

mailto:tjdewdney@talktalk.net
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther%207%3A1-6%2CEsther%207%3A9-10%2CEsther%209%3A20-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-12812a
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9. 20-22 
20 Mordecai recorded these events, and he sent letters to all the Jews throughout the 
provinces of King Xerxes, near and far, 21 to have them celebrate annually the 
fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar 22 as the time when the Jews got 
relief from their enemies, and as the month when their sorrow was turned into joy 
and their mourning into a day of celebration. He wrote them to observe the days as 
days of feasting and joy and giving presents of food to one another and gifts to the 
poor. 
 
James 5.13-20                                          New International Version 
13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing 
songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church 
to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer 
offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they 
have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and 
pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective. 
17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not 
rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, 
and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops. 
19 My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone 
should bring that person back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the 
error of their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 
 
Mark 9:38-50                                              New International Version 
38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we 
told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” 
39 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in 
the next moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not against us is for 
us. 41 Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you 
belong to the Messiah will certainly not lose their reward. 
42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to 
stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck 
and they were thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It 
is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the 
fire never goes out. [44] [a] 45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is 
better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into 
hell. [46] [b] 47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out. It is better for you to 
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into 
hell, 48 where 
“‘the worms that eat them do not die, 
    and the fire is not quenched.’[c] 
49 Everyone will be salted with fire. 
50 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have 
salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each other.” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%209.38-50&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24583a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%209.38-50&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24585b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%209.38-50&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24587c
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                                        New International Version 
The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking what 
lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the way of your 
commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.  

Hymn of the Week 
Lord of All Hopefulness 

1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever child-like, no cares can destroy, 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 
2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 
4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
Traditional Irish Tune 

Lyrics by Jan Struther, 1931 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-D_aT8CXyc 
 

Sad News 
It is with great sadness we announce the deaths of three long-standing members of 
our church family. 
Joyce Bostock, aged 97, who was baptised in St Thomas’ as a baby. Her funeral will 
take place at St Thomas’ on Tuesday 1 October at 11.00 a.m. 
David Osborne, aged 89. His funeral will take place at Macclesfield Crematorium at 
10.00 a.m. on Friday 4 October. 
Margaret Duffield, aged 89. Her funeral will take place at St Thomas’ at 12.15 p.m. 
on Tuesday 8 October. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of Joyce, David and Margaret. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-D_aT8CXyc
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For our Prayers 
Baptisms: We warmly welcome Abigail Elizabeth Jane and Aidan Andrew Benedict 
into God’s family. Abigail and Aidan were baptised at St Thomas’ Church by the 
Reverend Chris Scargill on Sunday 8 September.  
 The Sick: John Louca, Anthony Westnedge, Dylan Belt, Melissa, Jane Burghall, 
Glenys Crabtree, Christina Klatsia, Avril Arrowsmith, John Smyth. Michael Louca, 
Keith Littler, Mike Moore, Alison Clark, Malcolm Clark, Jean Osborne, Ida Walsh, 
and David Harrison. 
RIP: Pat Wain, Eric Lysons, Margaret Duffield, Marilyn Dunkley, Joyce Bostock and 
David Osborne. 

Weddings and Christenings 
Are you celebrating a wedding or a christening in 2024? If so, you 
might like to look round our beautiful Victorian church. We would 
be delighted to show you round. To see some photos of past 
events, have a look on our website: 
https://www.stthomashenbury.org.uk/life-events/ 
For more information, please contact our vicar: Rev. Canon 
Simon Bessant on 07957211319 or email 
stthomashenbury@aol.com 

                      
 

Quiz Questions   
Can you identify the Football Team logos below? 

 

https://www.stthomashenbury.org.uk/life-events/
mailto:stthomashenbury@aol.com
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Answers to last time’s quiz: 1: Buckingham Palace, 2: Great Wall of China, 3: Petronas Twin 

Towers, Kuala Lumpur, 4: The Great Pyramid of Giza, 5: Golden Bridge, 6: Sydney Opera House, 

7: St. Basil’s Cathedral, Moscow 8: Eiffel Tower, 9: Sagrada Familia, Barcelona, 10: The Taj 

Mahal, India, 11: The Colosseum, Rome 12: Leaning Tower of Pisa, Italy, I13: The Statue of 

Liberty 14: Petra, Jordan, 15: Moai on Easter Island/Chile. 

 
A great big thank you to everyone who has sent in contributions to the newsletter 
over the last three years.  Please continue to do so – all contributions are most 
welcome – memories of St Thomas’ or Macclesfield, musical memories, poems, 
quizzes etc. Anything that you think might be of interest to our readers. Please email 
stthomashenbury@aol.com 

 
Memorial Garden 

We are please to say that work has now begun on the refurbishment of the 
Memorial Garden. How long it will take will depend on the weather and the 
contractor.  Thank you for your patience with this matter. 

 
Home Communion 

Are you, or anyone you know, unable to come to church. If so, and would like to 
receive Holy Communion at home, please contact us and we will arrange to visit 
you. Contact: Linda on 01625 424505 or Carole 01625 611477 or email 
stthomashenbury@aol.com                                                                                                   
 

Other News 
The Season of Creation 

The Season of Creation is a worldwide, ecumenical event which runs from 1 
September until 4 October this year.  
It’s aim is to raise awareness and take action in protecting our local and international 
environment. Here are some of the remaining activities: 
28th September: Open Green Spaces 10.00—1.00pm Come and see some of 

the green spaces we have created around Macclesfield and help out if you have 

time (map link to follow). 

29th September: Treacle Market Come and join us at St. Michael’s for a drink and 

meet your new MP and discuss the importance of action on climate change. 

Harvest Service at 9.30am Mass at St Alban’s Church, SK11 8JD. Bring some 

food items to donate for local people who would otherwise go hungry. 

30th September: Pray for all those who have been affected by climate change, 

natural disasters and wars through injury, death of loved ones, loss of their homes 

or livelihoods. 

Road Closure – Advance Notice 
Cheshire East proposes to temporarily prohibit traffic in the following length of road:- 
Congleton Road, Gawsworth Ward, Gawsworth, SK119EW from Gawsworth 
Methodist Church to the junction of Forge Close. The alternative route will be via the 
following streets: - Congleton Road, Park Lane, Park Lane Roundabout, Park Street, 

about:blank
mailto:stthomashenbury@aol.com
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Mill Lane, Hibel Road, Churchill Way Roundabout, Churchill Way, King Edward 
Street, Chester Road, Cumberland Street Roundabout, Ivy Road Roundabout, 
Broken Cross, Broken Cross Roundabout, Chelford Road, Church Lane, 
Manchester Road, Wolstenholme Elmy Way, Macclesfield Road, School Lane 
Location Map - https://one.network/?tm=140371360 Pedestrian access to any 
premises situated within the temporary closure will be maintained at all times. 
Cyclists will be required to dismount in order for access to be maintained. Vehicular 
access will be maintained for emergency vehicles and residents where possible. 
The closure is necessary for works to be carried out by Cheshire East It is 
anticipated that the works will take place on the following date(s): Thursday 21st 
November 2024 to Saturday 23rd November 2024. This notice will become 
operative on Thursday 21st November 2024 for a period of 21 days or for such less 
time as is necessary to enable the works to be completed, and may be extended by 
a further 21 days if necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Broken Cross Dementia Club 
Broken Cross Methodist Church hosts a club on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the 
month (1.30 to 3.30 p.m.) for people with dementia and their carers. It includes 
singing, music, craft work, games, and armchair exercises, as well as refreshments. 
Further info: John Morrell 07915 252535 or Jean Sillifant 01625 402446  
The Hope Centre – 16-18 Park Green - Sells cards, gifts and Christian resources. 
Opening times are Tues – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. There is 
also a café which sells drinks and snacks.  

 Do You Have a Heart for our Community? 
If so, the Hope Centre invites you to come along and regularly bring the needs of 
our community before Almighty God through Praise, Prayer and Testimony. These 
events will take place on every third Sunday of each month 5.30-6.30 p.m. at 16-18 
Park Green, Macclesfield SK11 7NA.  

SilkLife FoodBank 
Your support for the SilkLife Foodbank is greatly appreciated. It provides a vital 
service to the people of Macclesfield throughout the year, so please, if you are able, 
please support them by leaving items in the box at the back of church.  

Henbury Bonfire 
Last year there were no bonfire and fireworks on the Millennium Green due to 
shortage of team members to run it. 
But now there is a new, enthusiastic team who are putting on the show. 

https://one.network/?tm=140371360
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So, this year there WILL definitely be the traditional Henbury Bonfire & Firework 
Display on The Millennium Green on SATURDAY EVENING NOVEMBER 2nd 
2024. 
The team are looking at some ways to improve the event, such as reducing the 
queues to pay and get in, improved food & drink offers, and timing of the fire-lighting 
and firework display. So they’re not quite ready yet to announce the full details. But 
they will be released soon- definitely in time for you to decide that Henbury is the 
place you and the family want to be to celebrate Guy Fawkes night. And it won't 
break the bank! So please keep a lookout at www.henbury.org  and 
www.facebook.com/HenburyCheshire for the full details coming soon about Henbury 
Bonfire & Fireworks 24 ! 

Closing Prayer 
To the mighty God who is able to keep us from falling, to the saving Christ who 
upholds all who are down. To the powerful Spirit who restores us to life, to our loving 
and life-giving God be glory and praise. Amen.  
 
God bless,  
Rev. Canon Simon Bessant (07957211319), Bob (07753583555), Carole (611477), 
Andrea (07366561955) and Linda (424505) 
 
For Church bookings please contact: Bob 07753583555. For Church Hall bookings 
please contact: Lesley 07789 744473/lesley-brown@hotmail.co.uk 
We would like to thank all of you who have been contributing financially to the 
mission and ministry of the parish. It is much appreciated. If you’d like to make a 
donation, you can either post it to Mr Bob Toms at 48 Grasmere, Macclesfield SK11 
8PL or, if you prefer online banking, our details are St Thomas’ Henbury Parochial 
Church Council, sort code 20 53 77, account number 40775819. Many thanks for 
your support.                           
Like our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/maccandhenburychurches 
If you are not on Facebook, why not ask your friends and family to have a look!  

http://www.henbury.org/
http://www.facebook.com/HenburyCheshire
mailto:lesley-brown@hotmail.co.uk
about:blank
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